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THE SOUL OF
THE JOURNEY

THE MENDELSSOHNS IN
SCOTLAND AND ITALY

DIANA AMBACHE

Brother and sister Felix and Fanny Mendelssohn enjoyed a
rare bond: they were intimate companions and theirs was
one of the most significant musical relationships of the
19th century. They shared and commented on each other’s
compositions, each highly appreciative of the other but also
offering frank, critical advice.

Their travels produced some great music — Felix’s best loved
works, the Hebrides Overture and the Scottish Symphony,
were inspired by his 1829 visit to Scotland, whilst Fanny’s
innovative piano cycle Das Jahr was a musical response to the
tour of Italy she made in 1839-40.

Combining letters and sketches with an accompanying
narrative describing their journeys, this is a wonderful
celebration of the two Mendelssohns and a portrait of
Scotland and Italy of the time as scen through the eyes of two
of the Romantic movement’s most acclaimed composers.

‘Engagingly written and handsomely illustrated’
R LARrY TopD, DUKE UNIVERSITY, AUTHOR OF
MENDELSSOHN: A Lire IN Music AND FANNY HENSEL: THE
OTHER MENDELSSOHN

Diana Ambache has written for numerous publications,
including The Independent, Classical Music magazine, BBC
Music magazine, Classic FM magazine and Musical Opinion.
As a pianist she has given concerts in more than 30 countries
and has made 16 CD recordings, many featuring the music
of women composers. She was shortlisted for the prestigious
European Women of Achievement in 2002 for her work
pioneering the revival and promotion of music by female
composers (www.womenofnote.co.uk). Her book about
Grazyna Bacewicz is published by Cambridge University
Press (Elements Women in Music).
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CHANDOS

AMY BEACH

Liberté « Egalité » Sororité

100 years of chamber music by French women

Claude Arrieu, Lili Boulanger, Mel Bonis, Pauline Viardot-Garcia,
Louise Farrenc, Germaine Tailleferre

Diana Ambache and friends

WE AvERIN Cuassics B =

AvERICW Classics =
LOUISE TALMA

BAUER The Ambicnt Air * Soundshots « Full Circle

American Youth Ambache Chamber Orchestra & Ensemble

Concerto Diana Ambache

Concetinofor Oboe, B

Clarinetand Strigs

MARION

ALamentonan
Afrcan Theme

Grazyna
Bacewicz

chamber music

Symphonic Suite

Ambache Chamber
Orchestra and Ensemble
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